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Surah Al-Anfal

(THE BOOTY)

This is a Madni Surah. It is the sequel to Surah Al A‘raf, which highlighted
the aftermath of infidelity and polytheism vis-a-vis faith and piety. Al Anfal
reveals the practical demonstration of these consequences. It portrays the way
the pride and hostility of the infidels was reduced to ashes in the encounter
with the piety and faithfulness of the Companions™" of the Holy Prophet>*"
at Badr. Outwardly it was a struggle by a few hundred men, but in terms of its
results the Battle of Badr proved to be a turning point in the history of
mankind. It altered the pace and changed the course of events. The Muslims
seized booty after the victory at Badr and the question arose how should it be
handled, because for all preceding nations booty was prohibited. They would
pile it up in the field and a fire from the heavens would consume it as a sign of
Divine Approval. If at times the booty was left intact, no one would touch it
considering it to be inauspicious. It is amongst the blessings of the Holy
Prophet™*" that booty was made lawful. Anfal is the plural of Nafl which
means bonus and that is why Salat or charity which is not obligatory is called
Nafl. The booty seized in Jihad is also called Anfal because it is not the
motive behind the struggle. The motive is to uphold the truth and the booty is
only a bonus for the participants and revenue for the State.

This booty is of two categories: Faiy and Anfal. The former consists of what
the enemy leaves behind when he surrenders voluntarily without fight, while
the latter is won after fighting a battle. Since the Battle of Badr was the very
first clash between the Muslims and the infidels and it was also the first time
that booty was allowed, the question of its distribution was natural. It was to
be determined who gets what. The Commentators explain that when the
infidels deserted the battlefield at Badr, the Companions™*" were regrouped
into three contingents. One followed the fleeing; the second collected the
booty while the third gathered around the Holy Prophet®*™ for protection
against an unexpected attack and also to act as an operational reserve for any
emergency. All the three forces were important in their own way, so the matter
of division of the booty amongst them was placed before the Holy Prophet>*"

Section 1

In the Name of Allah B33 < P PR
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful. ’
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They ask you concerning the
booty; say you: the booty is
Allah’s and the Messenger’s. So
fear Allah, and set right the
matter among you, and obey
Allah and His Messenger if you
are believers.

The believers are only those
whose hearts quake with awe
when Allah is mentioned, and
when His Revelations are
rehearsed to them, it increases
their faith and they put trust in
their Rabb.

Who establish prayer and who
spend of what We have
provided them.

These are they who are the true
believers. For them are degrees

with their Rabb and forgiveness
and a provision honourable.

As your Rabb had caused you
to go forth from your houses for
a right cause, while a party of
the faithful were reluctant.

Disputing with you respecting
the right cause after it had
become manifest, as though they
were led forth to death while
they looked on.

And recall when Allah was
promising you one of the two
parties that it should be yours
and you wished that the one not
armed should be yours; while
Allah sought to justify the truth
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promise save as glad tidings and
that your minds might be
assured; and victory comes only

by His Words and to cut off the
root of the infidels.

8. In order that He _might justify :jﬁjjéﬂrﬁ;}f}?
the truth and falsify the false, g s
though the guilty ones were @*—'—*fﬁd"
averse to it.

9. And recall when you implored A B Tt e K G I Y
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your Rabb and He answered < iy e H_;i‘“’ e
you: surely I am about to @u._-..r:-;gy-,&_l-l: i;ghggrﬁ'a.,,
succour you with a thousand of
angels rank in rank.
10. And Allah did not make this
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from Allah. Verily Allah 1s
Mighty, Wise.
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Secrets of Revelation

The booty was a Divine Favour for Muslims. So far it was forbidden to the
preceding nations. The verdict of the Holy Prophet™" had to be obtained
about its disposal who issued four ordinances: (1) Anyone killing an opponent
would take his belongings, which would not form part of the booty (2) The
contingent going on an expedition would distribute the seized booty amongst
themselves leaving one fifth for the Bait al Mal (Govt. Treasury) (3) From the
share deposited at the Bait al Mal, awards for courage under fire and
exceptional performances would be given to the deserving (4) The share of the
servants corps was taken from the total recoveries. The general rule laid down
for the distribution of the booty was to give one fifth into the Bait al Mal and
the rest to go to the troops. It must be added here that these rules had been laid
down at Badr, so the assumption that some troops had abandoned their post at-
_ Uhad to collect booty for themselves is absurd.

The Real Wealth

The booty will be at the disposal of Allah’s Messenger>*", which he will
dispense under His Guidance. However, the believers must concentrate on
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achieving Tagwa and must continuously strive to gain more spiritual elevation.
The spiritual states indeed are the real wealth worth aspiring for, as against
temporal affluence.

The believers must maintain harmony amongst themselves through self-denial
because the temporal wealth is always a source of conflict. Therefore, booty is
not the motive behind Jihad: it is only a bonus, a reward. The real purpose is
the obedience to Allah expressed through the obedience to His Prophet>*¥
who alone is given the knowledge of what Allah likes or dislikes.

Therefore, the Holy Prophet™*" must be obeyed with devotion and sincerity,
which indeed is the obedience to Allah and a source of attaining Tagwa and
spiritual states. Taqwa and obedience are each other’s seeds as well as fruits.
Faith demands obedience which is also the measure by which the level of faith
is determined.

The Definition of a Believer

A believer is defined here as a person whose heart is overawed at the very
mention of Allah’s Name. This awe does not mean fear of anything harmful. It
rather denotes that heartfelt experience of the glory and grandeur of the
Magnificent Being, which is a superior spiritual state. Thus the recitation of
the Quran, the Word of Allah, raises the level of a believer’s faith.

The Recitation of the Quran Strengthens Faith

Although a regular recitation of the text of the Quran generates inner light and
helps to believe firmly in the Hereafter and act piously but if the meanings and
the interpretation are also understood, the aforesaid state is attained with
excellence and speed. This then creates a natural aversion to disobedience.

Tawakkul (Trust in Allah)

Thirdly the believers put in their best effort to achieve an objective by
employing all available resources. However, they neither rely on their
resources nor effort but only on Allah. The term Tawakkul does not denote a
state whereby a person sits idle, but it means to direct one’s energy and lawful
resources towards the attainment of the desired goal while relying entirely on
Allah for the results. A mere reliance on one’s resources leads to corrupt
practices and illegal ways. The main cause behind thefts and bribe is this
reliance on money.

The fourth qualification of the believers is that they establish Salat themselves
with devotion observing all the etiquettes and instruct others to do so. The

fifth one is that they spend from what Allah has given them, in compliance
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with His Commands. This includes wealth, knowledge and spiritual strength,
as well as power and authority, because all these are the blessings of Allah.
And they dare not defy Him. Those who possess the above attributes are
indeed the believers.

The very first audience of the Qurén are the Companions ™" who are also the
exemplary believers. Thus for all times to come till Yaum al Qiyamah, their
conduct is like a mirror for every believer to look into and determine his own
level of faith. And no one can qualify as a believer by mere proclamation of
Islam, while his conduct contradicts his claim. Once Imam Hassan Basri®**
was asked whether he considered himself to be a believer? He said that as far
as believing in Allah, the Prophets™, the Angels, the Revelations and the
Akhirah was concerned, he certainly was a believer. But if he was to be
evaluated in the light of the Ayat of Al-Anfal he was not too sure, as only
Allah knew the best and His decision will be announced on the Day of
Judgement, when the true believers will be rewarded with honour, forgiveness
and provisions.

Grades of Honour

According to Behr-e-Muheet the qualities of the believers can be classified in
three categories. The first type are the qualities of the Qalb, such as faith,
Taqwa and Tawakkul etc. The second category is of physiological qualities
comprising Salat, Fasting, Hajj etc. and the third is financial, which includes
spending in the Cause of Allah. The rewards corresponding to these categories
are also of three types. The virtues of heart earn higher spiritual stations,
physiological virtues lead to salvation, and financial worship brings more and
better provisions. The perfection of these qualities leads to total surrender to
the Will and Purpose of Allah and its rewards can be seen in the Battle of
Badr. What awaits such believers in the Hereafter may well be imagined.

The Execution of Command and its Rewards

Allah’s Commands are absolutely true and must be obeyed regardless of how
such acts of obedience may outwardly appear. To fight the Makkans at Badr
without manpower, weapons and logistics during the scorching summer and
the month of fasting was apparently suicidal. It was at this time that the Holy
Prophet™™" was informed about the trade caravan of the Makkans, headed by
Abu Sufyan, returning from Syria richly laden. This caravan was a joint
venture of the infidels to raise funds in order to fight the Muslims. So
important was this venture that the caravan was escorted by seventy mounted
and armed men of which forty were the chieftains of Quraish. Allah
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Commanded the Holy Prophet™*" to go forth and foil the evil plans of Quraish
and its accomplices. Thus the Holy Prophet>*" announced the departure for
the mission assigned by the Almighty. Many did not have any means of
travelling, while some had other reasons for not being able to go. Nevertheless
the Army of Islam, comprising three hundred and thirteen noble souls, seventy
camels, two horses and six armours and approximately eight swords set out, In
execution of Allah’s Command. When they arrived near Badr informers were
sent to get an update on the enemy caravan. They found that the situation had
radically changed. The caravan, getting a wind of the approaching Muslims,
had changed its course and had got away safely by moving along the coastline,
while an army of one thousand warriors from Makkah were heading towards
Madinah on receiving a réquest for help from the caravan.

During consultations that followed the new development, some of the
Companions™" suggested that since the caravan had escaped, a clash with
such a big and powerful army from Makkah should be avoided. They tried to
convince and persuade the Holy Prophet™*" to avoid fighting not for reasons
of their own safety but for the apparent threat to the mission that was held so
dearly by the Holy Prophet®", as well as out of considerations for his
personal safety. This apprehension was later endorsed by the Holy Prophet™*"
when he raised ‘his hands in prayer in his Command Post at Badr. After
arraying his ill-equipped and thoroughly outnumbered Army for the battle, he
implored: “O Allah! | have brought forth with me the entire Islam in Your
Cause. If today they are routed, there shall never be anyone to bow his
forehead in prostration before You.” The Holy Prophet®" improvised a flag
for his Army from the scarf of his beloved wife ‘Ayeshah™V putting his
honour at stake in the Cause of Allah, with a trust that, He would never permit
it to be trampled over by the enemy. The Companions™" suggestion to avoid
the battle has been criticized by some out of sheer ignorance.

However, the Holy Prophet®*" informed his troops that Allah had
Commanded him to fight. Immediately, Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddig™" and
Hadhrat ‘Umar Faruq™" announced Jihad. Hadhrat Migdad™*" declared that
they would never behave like Bani Isrdil, who when called upon by Prophet
Miisa™® to fight had said: “you and your Rabb go and fight the enemy, while
we sit and wait here” He further assured the Holy Prophet®*" that they would
accompany him even to Barq al Ghama (a place in Abbysinia) if he so desired.
On behalf of the Ansar, Hadhrat S*ad ibn M*az**" announced that if the Holy
Prophet>*" intended to plunge into a river they will do the same, displaying
such courage and valour as would please him. The Holy Prophet™*" was
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immensely pleased and declared that Allah had given him the glad tidings of
victory over one of the two, the trade caravan or the Makkan Army. He swore
by Allah that he could see the very spots where the infidels would be done to

death.

So, the Will of Allah was to prevail. It was His Will to root out the evil and
uphold the truth and to teach the infidels a lesson by punishing them severely
on the battlefield. This was the first auspicious day in the history of the world
when the oppressed stood up to fight their oppressors for their rights. This
great task could only befit the greatest Prophet™*" of Allah.

It was proved on the battlefield of Badr that to Aliah belongs all Glory and
Magnificence while all human beings are equal. Their status only varies
according to their rights and duties. Therefore, mankind must be governed
only by Allah’s Commands no matter how much the oppressors dislike the
idea. If only the Muslims of today could realise the sacrifices and hardships
endured by the Holy Prophet>*" and his Companions™" for the deliverance
of the ailing mankind from oppression! And if only they could celebrate the
day of Badr as the day of the poor and the down trodden instead of celebrating
the May Day in memory of the eight American workers killed in Chicago!

When both the armies confronted each other on the battlefield, the infidels
presented an outward display of power and might, while the Muslims only
banked on Divine Support and Pleasure. :

The Holy Prophet’s™*" Prayer

Although victory had already been promised, the Holy Prophet>*" prayed to
Allah with utmost humility and devotion. Thus it is evident that pleading
before Allah has its own merit and is essential for its own sake. But the rules
thereof must be followed, namely: (1) all means within one’s power must be
employed and (2) obedience to Allah must be thorough. If these rules are
followed, the invocation is answered immediately, as in this case. It was
revealed to the Holy Prophet™" that Allah would depute a thousand angels.
- for his support, who would descend in formations against the thousand
warriors of the infidels, though the deputation of a single angel would have
been sufficient, as previously recorded in case of punishment of the people of
Prophet Lat™

Sincerity and Devotion to Allah

The Battle of Badr gives a Divine Law. Whenever a task is undertaken in
compliance with Allah’s Command with utmost sincerity, there is nothing to
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worry, as Allah assigns that task to His Angels whereas the credit for its
completion and the rewards go to His servants. Here, the descent of a
thousand angels took place, while in Surdh Al-‘Imran Allah promises aid
through three and five thousand angels in response to the reinforcements
expected by the infidels. He, Who is capable of doing everything without
having to employ any means, deputes His Angels to reassure the Muslims that
the victory will be theirs.

Composure of the Heart

Besides, the descent of the angels was also meant to be a source of satisfaction
for the believers. The composure and satisfaction of the Qalb stems from the
development of angelic qualities as well as an association with the angels.
This is why Zikr is said to be a source of satisfaction of the Qalb because
perpetual Zikr is a quality of the angels. Negligence in Zikr paves the way for
Satan to communicate with the heart, causing listlessness and anxiety.

Moreover, it is entirely upto Almighty Allah, the Omnipotent, to manifest His
Succour the way He wants to, through the angels or without them. It is He
Wha prevails, the Wisest, Knowing exactly when, where and how succour is
to be provided. It also indicates the level of Fana-fi-Rastl enjoyed by the
Companions™Y; for Allah Commanded the angels to accomplish the mission
undertaken by them, to an extent that they witnessed the angels mounted on
horsebacks with white turbans joining the battle. Many a Ahadith corroborate
this fact.

As a result of this battle seventy chieftains of the enemy were killed in action
and seventy were taken prisoners. The Makkans returned in humiliation with
their entire leadership almost collapsed.

Section 2
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

hearts and make your feet firm
thereby.

And recall when your Rabb
inspired the angels: verily I am
with you, so keep firm those
who have believed: I will cast
terror into the hearts of those
who have disbelieved; so strike
them above the necks and smite
of them every fingertip.

This, because they defied Allah
and His Messenger and whoever
defies Allah and His Messenger,
then surely Allah is Severe in
chastisement.

This! Taste it then, and know
that for the infidels is the
torment of the Fire. -

O you who believe! When you
face those who disbelieve
marching to battle, do not tumn
your backs to them.

And whosoever turns his back to
them on such a day, unless it be
swerving to a fight or wriggling
round to another company, he

has surely drawn upon himself

wrath from Allah, and his resort
is Hell — an evil destination.

You therefore slew them not, but
Allah slew them: threw you not
when you threw, but Allah
threw; in order that He might try
the believers with a goodly trial
from Him. Surely Allah is
Hearing, Knowing.
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18. Thus! And know that Allah R g 0 7, szt ot
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believers.
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Secrets of Revelation

The enemy troops at Badr stationed themselves at the dominating position,
which was higher, and the soil was comparatively firm. The Muslims had to
camp at a relatively low-lying area. Hadhrat Khabab bin Manzar suggested to
the Holy Prophet®" that if Allah had not predetermined their present
location, they should move on and get hold of the spot close to water. The
Holy Prophet™*" immediately ordered the shifting of the camp as suggested.
Hadhrat S*ad bin M*az™" suggested that a small hut should be improvised as
the Command Post of the Holy Prophet>*" at a higher spot, which was done.
Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddig™" had the honour to attend to the Holy Prophet™>**
while Hadhrat M‘az™*" assumed the responsibility of a guard. The falling
night at Badr found the infidels on the higher and harder ground and the
Muslims on the lower and sandy patch which impeded quick movement. Some
of the Muslims needed a bath but there was not enough water. So Allah, the
Almighty in His infinite kindness firstly let a slumber overtake the believers,
which provided them with much needed relaxation and peace of mind.

What is Slumber?

This state of slumber is normally experienced after a link is established with
the exalted stations of Sultk. Outwardly it is a kind of sleep'but in fact it is
not, because the person remains in his senses and can understand everything.
This sedition is also termed as Jazb or absorption and is the outcome of total
concentration towards Allah. Then Allah helped the believers by sending a
heavy downpour at night. This turned the camping area of the infidels into a

slippery quagmire and the sandy soil of the Muslim camp into a firm patch.
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Moreover an abundant supply of water became available for drinking, ablution
and bathing. The third aspect of Allah’s Favour was the conferment of “Rabta-
e-Qalb” (a deep hearted connection with Allah) on all the believers. This term
occurs in Surdh Kahf. In Siifi terminology Rabta means a state whereby the
Divine Light generated in the heart as a result of Zikr Allah finds an access to
the ‘Arsh-e-‘Azim. (The great ‘Arsh) The perpetual Zikr and Tawajjuh takes
the Spirit over this Rabta line higher and higher so that when the Qalb says
Allah the light reaches, unto the ‘Arsh-e-°‘Azim and beyond. It was His
Generosity that He sent down a ray of Divine Splendour unto the hearts of the
believers at Badr directly, the strongest form of Rabta. This gave them the
steadfastness in the battlefield; driving away any thoughts of cowardice and
desertion. And Allah announced that He had blessed the believers with Rabta
in order to make them stand fast on their ground in the battle.

Over and above, He told the angels that they had His Permission to instil
steadfastness into the hearts of the believers through Ilga’. And that He shall
strike terror into the hearts of the infidels and the believers should chop their
heads off and let them be smitten with intense pain in every single pore. It is
typical of Divine Punishment that when it touches any part of the body, the
whole body rocks with pain. Similarly the Hell-fire will instantly affect the
heart as it touches the skin. This is because the infidels had dared to oppose
Allah and His Prophet™>*"

Opposing His Prophet™>"" is Opposing Him and Invites Severe
Punishment.

Whoever opts for opposing Allah and the Holy Prophet™*" must beware that
His Punishments are dreadfully severe. The Messenger™*" does not speak
about faith of his own accord but only conveys what is revealed unto him.
Therefore, harbouring a hostile attitude towards the Holy Prophet™¥ is a
blatant defiance of Allah’s Word, inviting His Wrath. There are two levels of
defiance; the severer form is the disbelief, and the lesser is introducing and
promoting innovations in His Din. The Divine Punishment is commensurate
with the level of defiance. The hostility to the Holy Prophet™*" invokes instant
punishment as well as a long term and eternal doom. At the Battle of Badr, the
infidels qualified for both: humiliation and death in this world and blazing fire
of Hell in the Hereafter.

Next, Allah educates the believers on the etiquettes of battle and lays down
some rules (1) They shall not turn their backs on the infidels, for defeat is a
word unknown to a believer. If he falls, he will be a Shahid winning eternal

bliss, and if he wins he shall enjoy the rewards of a Ghazi (victorious) (2)
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Movement on the battlefield employing various tactics such as pretending to
flee so as to lure the enemy into a trap or to carry out a tactical withdrawal for
getting reinforcements are permissible acts, because it is a world of cause and
effect (3) To run away merely to save oneself is cowardice, which negates the
very claim of being a believer and invokes Divine Punishment. Deserting the
battlefield is, however, forbidden to believers.

Absolute Submission

The excellence of faith is the acquisition of absolute submission to the Divine
Will. Its highest degree was possessed by the Holy Prophet®™" and his
Companions ™. The Quran says that on the battlefield of Badr it was not the
believers but Allah who killed the infidels. In other words, it was a Divine
Action, manifested at the hands of the believers and this is the essence of
absolute submission that not only the Qalb but also the limbs and other
faculties submit completely to the Divine Will. In a Hadith Qudsi, Allah
declares: “I become the hands of a devout servant by which he holds, and his
feet by which he walks, his ears by which he hears and his eyes by which he
008 -0 ™ This was true to the superlative degree in case of the Holy
Prophet™*¥, who flung the sand at the enemy while Allah declared: “It was
not he who did it but it was I Who threw it.” Praise be to Allah, again a
Action was manifested at the hands of the Holy Prophet>*". When the army of
the infidels beat the war drums and advanced in assault onto the believers, the
Holy Prophet®*¥ flung a handful of sand each at the heart of the enemy
column and at his both flanks. There was not a single enemy soldier who did
not get sand into his eyes and was not hurt by the gravel.

In other words, a complete resignation to Divine Will is not only a prerequisite
of faith, but also its excellence. In a lesser degree, one must have confidence
and trust in the Divine Commandments. If one does not possess even this
degree of faith and his actions are guided by his own views, then it is a sign of
having no faith at all, like the act of desertion from the battlefield to escape
death. This indeed is a yardstick by which every Muslim can measure his own
level of sincerity and faith.

To sum it up, Allah blessed the believers with Rabta of Qalb as explained, and
showered the much needed rain over them. He deputed angels for their support
and blessed them with absolute submission. The Makkan period was the era of
trials and tribulations, whereas from Badr began a series of Divine Rewards
and Favours. All this was done to manifest and establish the truth before the
mankind and to deliver a deadly blow to the pride of the infidels, reducing all
their plans to dust. The infidels had prayed on the eve of their departure from
12



Makkah, holding on to the drapes of the K*abah, that Allah may grant victory
to the superior and the truthful. In their opinion, they were on the right path
while the believers were wrong; their decisive defeat at Badr highlighted the
truth in no uncertain terms. It would always be better for the infidels to refrain
from hostility and disbelief and to mend their ways. However, if they continue
to be adamant, Allah will debase them in similar manner. Moreover, they
should not count on their numerical strength and superior weaponry, for it will
never be of any use against firm faith and devotion to Allah.

20.

21.

24,

Section 3

O you who believe! Obey Allah
and His Messenger, and do not
turn away while you are hearing.

And do not be like those who
say: we hear; whereas they do

not hear.

Verily the vilest of beasts in
Allah’s Sight are the deaf and
the dumb who do not
understand.

And had Allah known in them
any good He would surely have
made them hear; and even if He
had made them hear, they would
surely turn away as backsliders.

O you who believe! Answer
Allah and the Messenger when
he calls on you to what gives
you life; and know that Allah
interposes between man and his
heart, and know that verily to
Him you all shall be gathered.

And fear the tribulation that
shall afflict not those alone who
among you do wrong; and know
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verily that Allah is Severe in

chasting.

26. And remember when you were P D
few and downtrodden in the “"“Hlfd"::‘:_‘ "th :-'{jll'b%j‘f
land and fearing that the people L.a,_,-U'-..(;L,.....ﬁuj'L&
would snatch you away; then He L,.:_g_lv.li;:..- 3505 r.S'a.;
gave you  refuge and @ , .z .4

strengthened you with His Help
and provided you with good
things that haply you might be

grateful.

27. O you who believe: do not Sty i E35 f"'"_r-i: ._;-'JH;E
defraud Allah and the .-r pr wseby T-' 11-1.! 2Ls
Messenger, and do not defraud "g"" e
your trusts while you know.

28.  And know that your riches and 5 A0 AT
your offspring are but a :
temptation, and that verily with O P BB (G
Him is a mighty wage.

ExEEE
Secrets of Revelation

Allah’s Company (Ma‘iyat)

It 1s a spiritual state in which a beli.ver feels that Allah is with him. It has
been mentioned conditionally to the level of the faith, hence the believers are
being educated here on the reality of faith so that they constantly experience
this exalted state. A weakening of the faith will lead to deprivation from the
blessings of Divine Company, like in case of the Muslims of today, who no
longer practise Islam and are facing hardships and degradation world wide.
May Allah forgive us! The prescription and cure being suggested here is that
the believers must obey Allah by obeying His Prophet®**" and never turn
away from Divine Commands. To listen and admire Allah’s Words without
abiding by them is the same as if nothing has been heard at all. So the
believers must not adopt this attitude.
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Degrees of Listening

Firstly, the Divine Commandments are heard and disregarded. Secondly, these
are heard and understood but not adopted. Thirdly, these are heard, understood
and accepted but not practised. The fourth and the perfect degree of listening
is whereby the Divine Commandments are heard, understood, accepted and
practised in detail. This is typical of the true believers. To the third category
belong the erring Muslims, while hypocrites fall in the second. The first
category is of the non believers. The people in the first two categories are as if
they have not heard anything. Thus it does not befit a Muslim to copy any of
them else they will surely be deprived of the Divine Support and Company.
This is because with Allah, the worst amongst all creations are the people who
neither listen nor understand, just like the deaf and the dumb. And neither do
they ever try to contemplate as if they have no intellect. They are inferior to
the average class of animals, rather the worst kind of living creatures, because
an animal is at least fulfilling the purpose of its creation. According to Rab-
Al-Bayan, man by virtue of its creation is superior to all the living beings, but
lesser in rank to the angels. However, through piety and righteousness, he
excels the angels, and by disobedience he falls below the category of the most
inferior animals.

The Spiritual Countenance

The effect of misdeeds is so ravaging that it distorts a person’s spiritual
countenance, although the physical appearance remains human. It is a special
honour conferred upon the Holy Prophet®* that his Ummah will not be
punished with a physical and outward distortion as were the earlier nations.
Although isolated cases have been seen whereby the guilty have been
outwardly distorted, yet collectively the Ummah will not be awarded this
punishment. However, the Spirit does become distorted and a person blessed
with insight, can witness the phenomenon through a Meditation called Ruait-
e-Ashkdl. This Meditation is practised by the Sifi saints, and reveals the
appearances assumed by the Spirits. So much is the degeneration today that at
a spiritual glance, cities and towns appear as if infested with beasts.

Had these people possessed an iota of desire for guidance, Allah the Merciful
would have certainly blessed them with the capacity to listen and the
~ opportunity to act accordingly. But those who have sold off the capacity for

guidance in exchange for temporal pleasures only come up with objections

even if they are given the opportunity to listen.
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It is not because of any shortcomings in the Message but the root cause of
these objections and defiant attitude is the lack of desire for guidance, whereas
a true seeker will always try to attain knowledge and guidance from all
possible sources he can get to.

Lack of Desire for Guidance Gives way to Objections.

Being devoid of the urge to be rightly guided leads to an attitude of raising
pointless objections and impairs the capacity to do good. Such attitude itself is
a sign of deprivation. Here, the urge to seek guidance and truth has been
appreciated as a virtue. Anyone who lacks this desire indeed lacks virtue and
goodness.

The Real Life

The believers are being ordered to accept the Commands of Allah and the
Holy Prophet™** and to execute them immediately. This unstinted compliance
is indeed the real life for believers. The Holy Prophet®*¥ does not issue any
order for his personal benefit, rather in the execution of his commands lies the
enlightenment of the heart and the saturation of the Spirit with Divine
Splendour. This is an indication of the eternal bliss while a deprivation from
these blessings is worse than death. Those condemned to the Fire will not die
there but will yearn for death because life in Hell is worse than death.
Therefore, whatever the Holy Prophet™>*" commands the believers must strive
with their lives to fulfil in every detail, because in it lies their real life.

Similarly, the instructions of a Shaikh in conformity with the Shari‘ah must be
obeyed without delay lest the negligent do not benefit from him. This is
because an accomplished Shaikh is far above any selfish motives and only

ccaveys the word of the Holy Prophet™*¥

The believers are being cautioned not to slack in the compliance of the Holy
Prophet’s®*"™ instructions, otherwise Allah shall seal their hearts. In other
words, a careless and lukewarm attitude in the execution of commands
amounts to disbelief. It invokes the Annoyance of Allah whereby He deprives
the guilty of the capacity to do good. Consequently, obedience becomes
impossible. Scholars have also interpreted this Ayah that if sincere efforts are
made in the execution of Divine Commands, Allah protects His servants from
evil and sin. While the Prophets™ are innocent and chaste, the saints and
noble people enjoy the Divine Protection against sin. Both the interpretation
are valid. However, the most certain and inevitable event is that everyone will
be gathered before Allah in the end.
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Not Opposing Transgression Invites Punishment

Efforts must be made to ward off punishment meant for transgressors. It must
be remembered that a transgressor invokes Divine Fury both in this as well as
in the eternal life and those who tolerate and compromise with transgression
are not spared either. Therefore, not only should the believers readily comply
with the commands of the Holy Prophet™>*" but must also try their level best to
enforce virtue and curb evil. Let there be absolutely no compromise on any
disobedience to him. Otherwise, letting disobedience thrive would drive the
believers to similar turmoils as are the lot of the disobedient.

These instructions ought to be followed at every level, whether personal,
public or in the battlefield and no compromise is to be made under any
circumstances. In short, the obedience to the Holy Prophet*¥ demands from a
believer that he must not tolerate any violation of his teachings, nor does
Allah approve of those pious people who overlook the wrongdoers. And
Allah’s Punishment is indeed severe.

Barakah of the Prophethood

The ‘Barakah of obeying the Holy Prophet™*" are evident as daylight. The
believers were once weak, fewer in number and impoverished, with no
resources to fight a battle. They were at a fair risk of being vanquished by the
enemy. Allah blessed them with Madinah as the base of an Islamic State,
provided them succour, turned them into a mighty force and gave them

prosperity so that they may be grateful.

On the contrary, a deliberate negligence in obeying the Holy Prophet™*" is a
violation of his rights which tantamounts to violation of Divine Rights. While
infringement of the rights of any human being is an extremely abominable act,
violation of the trust of the Holy Prophet™*" deprives one of all the blessings
and rewards like honour, prosperity and peace. And such a lapse, whether in
mutual matters or honour. and in obedience to Allah and His Prophet is lethal.

Moreover, it must be remembered that wealth and affluence are all sources of
trial. Sometimes lust for power and wealth or the love of offspring creates
such situations whereby negligence in obedience becomes imminent. But the
finest and the greatest rewards are with Allah. Everything else is vain and
temporal be it ties of blood or prosperity. Even in this world everything does
not go according to one’s desires, whereas in the eternal life one needs the
Divine Rewards most. These worldly means will be of no avail there, while it

17



is certain that whoever overcomes dictates of his soul and adheres to the Holy
Prophet’s™*" commands shall be amply rewarded.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

Section 4

O you who believe! if you fear
Allah He will make for you a
distinction and will expiate for
you your misdeeds and forgive
you; and Allah is the Owner of
Mighty Grace.

And recall when those who
disbelieved were  plotting
against you to confine you or to
slay you or to drive you forth:
they were plotting and Allah
was plotting, and Allah is the
Best of plotters.

And when Our revelations are
rehearsed to them, they say: we
have heard, we could, if only we
willed, say the like of this:
nothing is this but fables of the
ancients.

And recall when they said: O
Allah, if this be indeed the truth
from You, rain down stones
upon us from the heaven or
bring on us a torment afflictive.

And Allah is not one to chastise
them while you are in their
midst; nor was Allah going to
chastise them while they were
asking forgiveness.

And what ails them that Allah
should not chastise them when
they are hindering people from
the Sacred Mosque, whereas
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they are not even its guardians — i

its guardians are none but the '-Q _,.-.J\“:fl?*,};l_:_,l
God-fearing — yet most of them O ek’
do not know.

35. And nothing was their Salat at AN s | B 5 ok 4
the House but whistling and s ”JT I
hand clapping. Taste then the S8, ST ;’.!-*-l-'-*-’--_-u
torment for you were used to @ oty %
disbelieve.

36. Those who disbelieve are _,'_',_1_'_1 ”'""id,, X 1_}/5:....-_1';'}‘-.1[
spending their riches in order to - 224, <2 4. poctet
hinder people from the way of = 1 = s B f‘yf"“f
Allah; so they will go on J”-U'S'“‘"”J oy o r—":
spending them. Thereafter they @
will become anguish to them;
then they shall be overcome.

And those who disbelieve shall
be gathered for Hell.

37. lrf *nrd:e;r that ‘Allah may ,", 'ﬁ’:i_-'_;,::;‘___un,'_,.._#.}-.mt_ﬁb]
distinguish the vile from the i S A S
good, and the vile He shall put Mu*&ﬂx—’"‘&‘“’"’
one upon another, and shall pile & R s 5 ~d
them all together, and shall place
them into Hell. Those: it is they
who are the losers.
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Secrets of Revelation
The Fruits of Tagwa

Obedience to the Holy Prophet™*" blesses the heart with an affinity and a
spiritual state known as Taqwa, which acts as a barrier against disobedience
and leads to further Divine Favours. One of these is Furgdn i.e. the criterion to
discriminate between the truth and falsehood making the former to dominate
the latter. This Divine Favour was manifested at Badr and that is why the Day
of Badr is also called Day of Furqan. Besides, if a sincere effort is made to
obey Allah, He blesses such faithful with the company of noble and
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accomplished souls, wherefrom is attained enlightenment of the heart and
spiritual insight. These gifts then become barriers against wrong doings, and
facilitate steadfastness on the right path. This indeed is a great succour from
Allah. The second reward on Tagwa or perseverance is that Allah forgives the
errors unwittingly committed by the believers out of their human weakness.
Thirdly, they will be blessed with eternal salvation and Mercy, and would be
spared the mortifying terror on the Day of Reckoning. And not to be forgotten
is the fact that His Grace and Generosity is unlimited; only He knows what
He shall give to His truly devoted servants.

Take note how the infidels of Makkah planned to harm the Holy Prophet™*".
They plotted to banish him from the city or to imprison him or too assassinate
him. This was before the Holy Prophet’s®*" migration flight to Madinah.
Earlier, when the Companions™" began to migrate and the natives of
Madinah started to convert to Islam, the news quickly spread. This made the
infidels at Makkah extremely apprehensive and they thought of a permanent
solution. They convened a meeting at Dar-an-Nadwa, which was attended by
almost all the chieftains of Makkah. Iblis, the accursed, disguised as an old
man, stood by the entrance and identified himself as a person from Najd who
wanted to participate in this discussion of great importance. He was formally
inducted in the assembly. They first came up with the idea that the Holy
Prophet™*¥ be enchained and kept in a solitary confinement and left to perish.
This was rejected by Iblis because such a confinement would not remain
concealed for long and he Could be rescued by his loyal Companions™*" who
would naturally be infuriated. Everyone agreed that the Shaikh from Najd was
right. Then it was suggested that the Holy Prophet™"" must be forced to leave
the city and never allowed to return to Makkah.

This was again turned down by the old wizard on the ground that the Holy
Prophet™>*¥ might become much more powerful and return to conquer the city
one day. Finally, AbQi Jahl suggested that each tribe should provide a strong
young man and all together should strike and kill the Holy Prophet>*", putting
an end to the whole conflict. Thus the tribe of the Holy Prophet™>*" would not
be able to avenge his murder, because it will be impossible to determine the
real assassin and the blood-money will be jointly shared. This suggestion was
readily supported by Iblis and it was decided that the Holy Prophet’s™*" house
be besieged at night and he would be assassinated by a sudden and joint
attack. This diabolic plan was revealed at dawn to the Holy Prophet™" by
Angel Jibril™, who also conveyed the Divine Permission for migration.
Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddig™*¥ was to accompany the Holy Prophet™*", and
Allah willed the time of departure to be the same when the infidels would
20



have taken the Holy Prophet’s®*" house under siege. Hadhrat ‘Ali™" was to
sleep on the Holy Prophet’s**™ bed. At the appointed hour of departure the
Holy Prophet®*" threw a handful of dust at the enemy and safely passed by
them reciting Surdh Yasin. The serpentine assassins stood blinded. The Holy
Prophet™*" paid a farewell visit to the House of Allah first, then moved to
Hadhrat Abu Bakr’s™*" house, where from both left for Madinah.

Early next moming, the infidels were flabbergasted to see Hadhrat AR
coming out of the Holy Prophet’s™*" house. They enquired where their target
was and were told that they should have known better for they had kept
vigilance all night. They returned disappointed and humiliated. Allah recounts
this favour in these Ayat, that He has been extremely generous unto the
Muslims by conducting His Prophet™*" safely out of danger, for it is indeed
his noble and blessed personage, which is the fountainhead of all blessings.
Allah countered the evil designs of the infidels, supported by Satan, in.the
same coin. Certainly, the plan of Allah is the most superior and bound to
prevail over the rest. In this world of causes and effects, it is Allah Who
creates the causes and their effects. Thus the schemes of the infidels never
succeed against the true believers.

The Effects of Opposing the Holy Prophet™*"

The Quliib and the souls of the infidels were perverted due to their malice
against the Holy Prophet™", and they were thrown into a state of
compounded misery. Their plans were foiled and their hearts were darkened
thus losing the capability of comprehending the truth. Thus when they hear the
Quranic Ayit all they can think of is to raise absurd objections. They argue
that they have heard similar fables before, which can also be found in the
Scriptures of the Jews and the Christians. They say that these anecdotes
cannot be validated, and might as well be fabrications. If they want, they say,
they can also coin similar tales without any difficulty.

On the contrary, the Qurdn has not discussed even a single event in its
historical context or merely to tell a tale. It rather highlights each event with
relevance to its logical outcome. That is why it recounts small episodes from a
single event on different occasions in order to draw pertinent lessons from
them, in order to forewarn the listeners and readers that a similar attitude shall
meet similar fate.

The Quranic challenge looked them straight in their faces; it invited them to
produce a single Ayah similar to its text if they could. Had they been capable
of doing so they would have certainly tried. So their allegation that the Quran
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is a fabrication stem from sheer malice and perversion of their hearts, and they
senselessly depend on their dumb intellect to draw conclusions.

They pray to Allah for a downpour of rocks from the heavens or a tormenting
doom if the claim and Message of the Holy Prophet™*" be truly Divine.
Logically they should have prayed: “O’ Allah if this was the truth from You
then give us the wisdom to accept it, otherwise grant us Your Protéction.” But
unfortunately their reasoning had capsized, hence they were begging for their
own destruction while clinging to the K‘abah. However, in the very presence
of the Holy Prophet**¥, Allah will never send a doom unto people.

The Barakah of Prophethood

It is a Divine Way that His Messengers™*" are safely pulled out from the
premises destined to perish. And the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™" is so
ubiquitous that his very presence provides shelter even to the non believers
against Divine Punishment and collective extinction, although individually
they are taken to task for their sins. The reason presented by the
Commentators is that since the Prophethood of Prophet Muhammad™** is
universal and for all times to come, it is as if he is physically present amidst
the mankind. Therefore, the whole mankind has been spared decree of
collective annihilation unlike the nations before him. And the beneficence and
the Divine Lights radiating from his bosom provide the believers a shield
against sin, which is also a form of protection from punishment. The second
reason why havoc does not strike the Makkan is the presence of those who
could not migrate to Madinah either due to poverty or ill health and continue
to remember Allah while living in Makkah. Moreover, the infidels also used
to chant prayers for forgiveness while doing Tawaf of K*abah and according
to the scholars noble deeds of a non believer do bear fruit in this world, though
they will be of no consequence in the Hereafter. Anyway, the presence of the
Holy Prophet™*" or his beneficence and his lights constitute a barrier to
Divine Punishment. His life inside the Sacred Tomb, and the permanence of
his Prophethood are established facts. To discuss the state of this life inside
the Sacred Tomb 1s not relevant here, though in terms of realms he abides in
Barzakh and is alive in the same way as he was in this world. Rather, this state
of life is far more stronger than his worldly life. His benevolence will continue
till the end of time and is received by the universe as a whole.

Result of Disconnection from the Holy Prophet’s**" Barakah

However, if a person opposes the Holy Prophet™" thereby disconnecting
himself from his Barakah, it will certainly invoke Divine Wrath and a terrible
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fate. The infidels have indeed pushed their luck too far because they have now
begun to bar the believers from entering K‘abah. While the idolaters ard the
infidels have the freedom to do Tawaf, the symbol of Divine Mercy, the Holy
Prophet™*" is being prohibited to enter therein. Thus when people line up
against the Holy Prophet™*" they cannot escape punishment and misfortune.
Hence it marked the beginning of the end of the infidels, towards which they
plunged further at an accelerating pace with the passage of time. It was highly
unjust of them to deny entry to the Holy Prophet>*¥ in K‘abah as they were
not the custodians of the House. The rightful custodians of K‘abah are those
who are righteous and can acquire beneficence and spiritual states from the

Holy Prophet>*¥.
The Heir of a Saint

Likewise, sainthood is also not merely based on lineage but depends on the
acquisition of the necessary distinction. The rule observed by the followers of
the Siifi saints was that a son could not inherit sainthood if he lacked the
requisite spiritual excellence. But gradually, spiritual standing was abandoned
in favour of heredity and lineage with the result that incompetent persons got
into the seats of their accomplished ancestors, bringing disrepute to these
schools of guidance and causing serious damage.

Whatever the infidels of Makkah practise inside K‘abah is nothing but
mindless rituals. All they do is clap and whistle as worship and they certainly
deserve to be driven out of the sacred place.

Hence the infidels were punished repeatedly in the battles they fought against
Islam and at last were expelled from Makkah forever. It was a form of
punishment which they had to endure in this world while eternal doom awaits
them in the Hereafter. The same goes for the incompetent heirs to sainthood.
They also indulge in innovations and foolish rituals instead of concentrating
on Zikr and spiritual states. As a result they are themselves destroyed while
leading all those following them astray.

Disbelief Never Succeeds

Disbelief blinds reasoning and as a result the non-believers spend their wealth
and resources against the Causetof Allah. They diverted heavy resources
towards preparations to fight the believers at Badr and Uhad. It is strange that
Allah continues to give them all the physical, mental and material capabilities,
which are being used against the Message of Allah itself. The final outcome
will always be that their striving and their affluence will avail them naught. On
the contrary it will cause them much anguish, because they are destined to fail.
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Besides, they will lament over the loss of their wealth, time and effort. Glory
be to Allah that He continuously foils all their conspiracies against Islam
while sustaining Islam, which will Insha’ Allah always be preserved in its
pristine purity.

After being disgraced in this world, the eternal fate of the non believers will be
even more agonizing. They shall be condemned to Hell forever, because every
action has a logical outcome. It is obvious that an evil endeavour will never
bear noble fruits. Similarly, Allah will never let the sinceré and pure efforts of
His devotees bear the impure fruits of failure. He shall do justice and will
separate evil from good and the profane from the pious. It will be the sinners,
who will be at a total loss, to be piled up and condemned to Hell. Therefore, it
is important to critically analyse ourselves, our sources of income, our
intentions and our actions constantly. The wrongdoers and the righteous will
never be the same. Baseless rituals can never be a source of attaining spiritual
states. Rather, these may well render futile one’s life-long endeavours at being
righteous. May Allah protect us from such an unfortunate situation!

Section 5
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42.

43.

kindred and the orphans and the
needy and the wayfarer, if you
have believed in Allah and what
We sent down upon Our
bondman on the day of
distinction, the day when the
two hosts met. And Allah 1s
over everything Potent.

And recall when you were on
the hither side and they were on
the yonder side and the caravan
below you. And if you were
mutually to make the
appointment you would have
surely failed the appointment.
But the action was so brought
about in order that Allah may
accomplish a decree already
ordered, so that he who was to
perish might perish afier an
evidence and he who was to
survive may survive after an
evidence. And verily Allah is
Hearing, Knowing.

And recall when Allah showed
them few to you in your dream.
Had He shown them numerous
to you, surely you would have

‘flagged and surely you would

have wrangled over the affair,
but Allah spared you. Verily He
is the Knower of what is in the
breasts.

And recall when He showed
them few in your eyes when you
met, and lessened you in their
eyes in order that Allah might
accomplish an affair already
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ordained; and to Allah are all
affairs returned.

LR R L

Secrets of Revelation

The Mercy of Allah 1s fathomless and can embrace the non believers if they
give up their defiant attitude and obey the Holy Prophet™**, who is being told
to convey to the infidels that if they regret their past follies, Allah will forgive
all that they had done. If a non-believer accepts Islam, it erases all his past
sins. But the embracing of Islam calls for a complete rejection of infidelity; for
faith is not considered as valid when a person claims to have accepted Islam
yet practises idolatry. Thus if a non-believer repents and mends his ways he
will certainly be forgiven.

Repentance

A believer’s repentance is readily accepted. The essence of repentance calls
for a positive change in conduct while seeking forgiveness of past sins. Lack
of expiation will lead to the same consequences as befell the preceding
nations. If the infidels persist in their hostility, the believers cannot give up
resistance. And if the infidels intend to obliterate the righteous and the true
faith through bloodshed, it is obligatory for the believers to fight back until

they are vanquished and Allah’s Din prevails.

Jihad an Obligation

The learned Commentators explain that Jihad is an obligation for all times. If
the infidels try to harm or massacre the believers, they must be fought back.
Similarly, 1t 1s the duty of every believer to uphold Islam countering the
infidels in speech, writing and in every sphere of life. It is obligatory for
Muslims to compete with the non-believers and establish the supremacy of
Islam in every field rather than imitating them in their life styles. For example,
adopting their eating habits or a physical appearance or dress is forbidden.
However, to acquire modern knowledge to give an edge to the Muslim

community over the non-believing nations and to compete with them in every
field are the marks of a believer.

If the non-believers refrain from harming the believers or the Cause of Islam,

their vexation will be an un-Islamic attitude. And if they hide behind the mask

of hypocricy, Allah is well Aware of everything and can never be deceived.

Thus if the infidels try to harm the Muslims under the cover of making peace,
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and breach their treaties, it should not be a cause of much concern for the
believers for they must have a firm belief that they enjoy Divine Protection
and Allah indeed is the Best of Helpers. If the non-believers are well-
equipped, let them be, for the Divine Succour is only available to the
believers, and is the sole guarantee to victory.

While Jihad is under discussion, the rules for the distribution of booty are also
being laid down. Booty is the fortune seized by the believers as a result of
their victory over the infidels. It is natural that the vanquished loses much of
his possessions, which are captured by the victorious. In the ages gone by,
whenever the Messengers™ of Allah captured the booty, they used to pile it
up in the open. A flame from the heavens would reduce it to ashes as a token
of Divine Acceptance of Jihad. Otherwise the pile would remain intact.

The Battle of Badr was the very first Jihad waged by the Muslims as an
organised army on Allah’s Command. Along with many other blessings of
Badr the booty was also allowed to the believers and its distribution was
spelled out. It was declared to be a reward purely from Allah for the Holy
Prophet™"" and his Ummah. It was to be divided into five equal portions, of
which one will go to him and the remaining four to the participants. The
portion dedicated to Allah will go to the Govt Treasury (Bait-al-Mal) while its
distribution will be at the discretion of the Holy Prophet>*¥. Allah specified
the heads for the expense of this portion. Staying within these heads, the Holy
Prophet®*" could spend it as he liked on the affairs of the State, for his
personal needs or on his relatives.

Zakat termed as “grime of the people”, was forbidden to the Holy Prophet>**
and his relatives. In comparison, the booty was termed as the “purest of the
provisions,” and in its division the needs of the Holy Prophet®** and his
relatives were given priority. Moreover, the orphans, the poor and the
wayfarers would be granted whatever they deserve on merit. Once, the Holy
Prophet’s™*" beloved daughter Hadhrat Fatimah™*" requested him to allocate
her a servant. He refused to give her one saying that the Companions™V of
Suffah were more deserving. It must be remembered that this rule of giving
away one-fifth (Khams) is applicable only to the booty attained through Jihad,
whereas the Shi‘ites have mixed it up with Zakat payable over all forms of
possessions. The practice of the Holy Prophet®*" was strictly followed by the
~ Righteous Caliphs*“"', in as much as the Caliph ‘Umar®™" had appointed
Hadhrat *Ali™*" as the custodian of the Khams for its distribution amongst the
deserving. The remaining four portions went to the participants of the battles
- who were no longer poor and had rather become quite affluent.
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The Battle of Badr has been declared as the Day of Distinction, which clearly
separated the truth from falsehood. It was a Day of the supremacy of truth and
the downfall of falsehood. The expedition of Badr laid down the foundation
on which the Message of Allah was destined to stand forever. It was the Day
when the foundation stone was laid for a real and eternal revolution for all
times to come. It was the Day of a decisive victory for those who fought for

the truth, supported directly by the Almighty Allah.

The victory at Badr brought about through Divine Succour was indeed the first
wave of a great revolution, It was not possible by mere human and material
resources. The booty the Battle of Badr yielded, and the rules of its
distribution were also amongst the blessings of Allah.

Booty and Allah’s Support

The era of the four Righteous Caliphs™" was marked with victories of Islam,
which was a proof that Allah’s Support was with them. It was also an
evidence of their honesty in disposing off the booty in accordance with the
nstructions of the Holy Prophet™". Had they not complied, they would have
certainly lost Divine Help. The Shi‘ites propagate that the rights of the kin of
the Holy Prophet™*" were usurped in this era, which is nothing but mendacity.
Rather, they themselves have created new precepts changing the very basics of
Islam. Still they not only claim to be Muslims, but also raise objection against
the Companions™*".

The description of the events of Badr reveal that the believers were stationed
at one end of the battlefield, while the infidels were on the farther end.
Meanwhile the trade caravan crossed them both approximately three miles
down the hill along the coastline. At this stage none of the two armies were
positioned for the battle. The Muslims were less in number and provisions. To
make matters worse the area where they had camped had no water nearby and
the ground was soft and sandy, making movement extremely difficult. When
the caravan had escaped safely, there was no obvious reason to fight.

On the other end, the infidels though having no problems with supplies and
manpower had basically come to protect the caravan, which had escaped
unharmed. They also saw no reason for an encounter. Moreover they had
witnessed many miracle= of the Holy Prophet™*" in Makkah. The memory of
the humiliation they had faced on the night of the Holy Prophet’s>** migration
to Madinah was still fresh. They did not really see any reason to fight. Going
back safely and planning something better was their obvious preference. The
situation was such that even if the twain had vowed to fight one another, they



would still have changed their plans as apparently none of them expected to
gain anything from the battle.

Allah’s Decision Provides the Cause

But Allah had decided that the battle was to be fought in such a way that the
truth would prevail and the falsehood would perish. The battle was
predestined, not withstanding the fact that there was no apparent edge, which
the Muslims had over the infidels. The important fact highlighted here is that
the victory at Badr was purely by Divine Succour and Support, which, in turn,
was a proof of the authenticity of Prophethood and the Divinity of Islam. The
only reason behind the Makkans™ defeat was Allah’s Rage for their
waywardness. The truth was distinctly distinguished from falsehood so that
whoever wished to continue with his infidelity and self-destruction may not
have any misconceptions.

Life and Death

If inspite of the glaring evidence someone opts for eternal mortification and
doom does so at his own free will. The word death here also refers to infidelity
and a deprivation from a cognizant heart. The Qurdn has occasionally termed
this condition as death. The manifestations of Allah’s Support at Badr are also
a source of reassurance for those who seek life i.e. the guided ones. Here, life
refers 1o the light of faith and the spiritual states. Those who wish to seek
these qualities can attain them easily, as the righteous and the truthful have
become distinct on the Day of Distinction.

The Cause and His Help of the Aulia in Temporal Life

Allah knows and hears all that people say. Whenever two people confer, it is
known to Allah. The intentions of the hearts cannot be concealed from Him,
and it is on these intentions that Allah determines the results. The nefarious
designs of the Makkans were known to Him and so were the sincere motives
of the believers. Hence He helped the nghteous and created such
circumstances, which established their supremacy over the world. The
intelligence about the trade caravan, the decision of the Muslims to intercept
it, the Makkans despatch of troops for its protection, the escape of the caravan
and finally the clash of both the forces were all causes that He created in order
to help the truthful.

The Holy Prophet™*" dreamt that the enemy’s army was heavily outnumbered
by the Muslims. This was a token from Allah, indicating the enemy’s
impending defeat, which not only raised the morale of the Muslims but also



drove out any possible difference of opinion about whether to fight the battle
or not.

Allah’s Friends have Human Instincts

Nevertheless, Allah protected the Companions™" against any conflict by
making the Holy Prophet’s*** dream a source of reassurance. This is because
He knows the secrets buried deep in the hearts. He accepted their deep-rooted
sincerity and created such circumstances, which spared the believers a trial.
This proves that Allah’s Friends are not supernatural people and possess
similar emotions and feelings as other human beings. However, Allah creates
circumstances conducive to their temperaments or grants them the strength to
tolerate and withstand hardships. These rewards were showered at Badr
because of the sincerity and devotion of their Quliib.

As the events unfolded after the Holy Prophet’s®*"™ dream, and when the
troops came face to face, Allah made the enemy appear scant in number to the
believers, to the extent that Hadhrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gid**" confided to a
fellow Companion™" that the Makkans seem to be no more than ninety in
number. The latter estimated them to be one hundred, whereas the Makkans
were one thousand. Similarly Allah made the already small Army of the
believers appear even smaller to the infidels as is evident from the remarks of
Abi Jahl, who said that their number did not seem to exceed those that can
consume a single camel. The Arabs believed that a camel was sufficient for a
hundred people. Allah the Omnipotent, Who can do whatever He likes
without any visible causes, created so many causes for the believer’s
reassurance and victory. A quick review of these events; the descent of angels,
the avoidable clash of two armies totally un-equal in number and armament
etc validates the Divine Law that in this world of causes and effects one
should not fail to employ all the available resources without a lawful excuse.

Allah gathered all these causes to highlight what He had willed i.e. His
Approval of the believers and His Wrath for the infidels who opposed the
Companions™", so that the righteous till Yaum al Qiyamah, may follow in the
footsteps of the Companions™*" at Badr, while those who opt for destruction
may have no excuse for their ignorance. And it must be clearly understood that
whether it is the acquisition of spiritual states or the attainment of material
effects all matters have to be ultimately presented before Him.
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Secrets of Revelation
War and Jihad

Islam replaced the concept of war with Jihad, which is a unique philosophy.
War was a phenomenon commonly known to the world before Islam. It
nvolved efforts to destroy the rival, crippling and humiliating him.
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Plundering, abasing and setting the enemy settlements ablaze were common
features of wars. Islam replaced the term war with Jihad, which is derived
from the word ‘Juhd’ meaning struggle and hard work. Jihad also means an
effort to reform the opponent for the sake of his own welfare. The armies of
Islam always carried the instructions: (1) No unarmed person would be
harmed (2) No crops would be destroyed (3) No trees would be cut down and
(4) Neither the places of worship nor the worshippers would be disturbed. If
an adversary embraces Islam his rights as a Muslim will be granted. If he
chooses to retain his religion peacefully he must pay Jizyah. In other words,
wars were waged merely to disgrace individuals or nations whereby their
honour was trampled over and their lands were seized. Whereas Jihad is an,
armed endeavour, explicitly bounded by limits undertaken to save the wrong-
doer from Divine Punishment or to protect Allah’s servants and His Din from
the mischief. This endeavour has been referred to as a great act of worship.
Those who argue that it is no longer valid are ignorant of its reality.

The rules and regulations of Jihad dictate that should the circumstances make
an encounter with the enemy inevitable, the believers must stand fast in the
battlefield. This is what every nation expects from its armed forces, which
indeed is the main strength while the weaponry is only of secondary
importance.

The Sources of Steadfastness

Whereas the infidel nations boost the morale of their troops through emotional
speeches, armaments, national honour and manpower, the Qurdn ordains
constant Zikr as the source of steadfastness in the battlefield. It must be
understood that Zikr refers to all those actions performed in compliance with
the tenets of Islam, which may also be termed as practical Zikr. Inviting to the
truth by word of mouth, persuading others to remain steadfast and raising
slogans of Allah’s Glory are all facets of oral Zikr, which is a common
practice of Muslim forces in combat anyway. The best and the most
meritorious deed is to present one’s life in the battlefield, and the best form of
oral Zikr is to inculcate vigour, spirit and discipline amongst the ranks. Over
and above, constant Zikr is achieved through Zikr-e-Qalbi, which continues
even amidst the blazing gunfire. It is indeed the best source of steadfastness
because when the hearts gain strength, feet stand fast automatically. And on
the other hand it is also the stepping stone to eternal salvation, hence a
constant Zikr has been enjoined.

Zikr-e-Qalbi Provides the Basic Motivation
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In fact it is Zikr-e-Qalbi that provides the basis for sincere actions and
enhances the capacity to work in those who practise it. Sadly enough, the
Muslims have either given up Zikr Qalbi altogether or have fallen prey to
impostors and fake Sifis, wasting their time and energy. Very few fortunate
ones may have been blessed with this invaluable gift in its pristine form. May
Allah confer it upon the entire Muslim world once again! The believers must
obey Allah and the Holy Prophet™*" under all circumstances, be it Jihad, Zikr
or any other form of worship. Any effort whether Jihad or Zikr which takes a
person away from Allah’s obedience, will be futile. Because the sole aim of
all actions is to attain excellence in submission to the Will and Purpose of
Allah. This, in turn, is based on obedience to His Prophet™*¥ . Hence the basic
difference between Jihad and war is that of motive. Jihad and war are poles
apart because the former is motivated by a fervent desire to please and obey
Allah.

Difference of Opinion

The believers must not get into mutual disputes. Whenever different people
get together they are bound to have diverse opinions. But if they try to impose
their opinions on one another, it becomes a dispute. In other words, a
difference in opinion is natural, whereas every one gives his opinion the leader
decides the matter, after which his orders must be followed. No one should
then feel offended or create a rift that his opinion was rejected. This is
important because such disputes will undermine mutual confidence amongst
the believers, reducing their power and impact upon the infidels. Therefore,
the believers are being instructed to remain calm and patient even if a decision
or action is taken against their personal preference. It indeed demands
extraordinary patience to be tolerant and stick to the obedience of Allah under
such circumstances. This is the virtue of the highest order, worthy of Divine
Friendship. Obviously, anyone having Allah on his side will always be
successful.

The believers must keep their intentions clean and pure for Allah, and must
not imitate the Quraish of Makkah, who mindlessly plunged into misguidance.
They had always been actively involved in creating hurdles for Islam. When
they heard of the caravan’s safety being threatened, they rushed to its rescue.
But once it had safely escaped, there was no point in fighting. In fact some of
the chieftains of Quraish pointed out that an engagement was no longer
necessary. But Abl Jahl insisted on fighting. He had the false notion that they
could wipe out the believers once and for all. The Day of Badr saw that
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whatever they had planned was overshadowed by the Omnipotence of Allah,
which prevails over every matter.

Satan’s Tactics

Speaking of the Satan’s tactics Allah apprises that when arrogance and false
pretence develop in a person he diverts his efforts to the opposition of truthe
Such a person falls prey to Satanic whispers, who makes his evil deeds appear
noble to him. Like the Makkans, who were convinced that the opposition of
the Holy Prophet®*" and Islam were acts of great piety. So much so that
before leaving for Badr they prayed inside K*abah for the one on the right path
to be victorious.

Secondly, Satan not only misguides and deceives in Kashf but also disguises
as a human being to fulfil his evil designs. For instance, when contingent of
the Quraish coming to the rescue of the caravan came to know of its safe
escape, their prime concern was to return to Makkah. This was because they
feared an attack on Makkah by their rival tribe Banii Bakr. Strangely enough,
they saw Saragah bin Malik, the leader of Banli Bakr joining them at Badr
with a party of his men, declaring that he had put aside all personal vendetta
and had come to help them as a neighbour in this crusade. He also assured
them that the Muslims Army, in his view, was incapable of resisting their
might. Thus he practically motivated them into fighting. But when the battle
broke out and Satan, disguised as Sardgah, saw the Divine Lights and the
angels descending in ranks, he began to retreat. The Quraish reminded him of
his promise to fight by their side, but he regretted that he could no longer keep
it. It was simply because what he had seen was not visible to them and he was
fully aware of the severity of Allah’s Punishments. Thus he ran away and the
Quraish always believed that he was real Saragah. Much later when the
Quraish met him at an occasion and formally complained of his desertion
which had led to their defeat, he clarified that he had never come to the Battle
of Badr. He had indeed learnt about the battle and their defeat only after their
return to Makkah.
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~ their sins.

relies on Allah, then verily
Allah is Mighty, Wise.

And could you see when the
angels take away the life of
those who disbelieve striking
their faces and their backs: taste
the torment of burning.

This, because of what your
hands had forwarded and Allah
is never unjust to His creatures.

Like the wont of the house of
Fir‘awn and those before them,
they disbelieved in the Signs of
Allah; so Allah seized them for
Verily Allah is
Strong, Severe in chastising.

This, because Allah is not one
to change His favour once
conferred on a people until they
changed what was in
themselves. Verily Allah s
Hearing, Knowing.

Like the wont of the house of
Fir‘awn and those before them,
they belied the Signs of their
Rabb, so We destroyed them for
their sins, and drowned the
house of Firfawn and all of them
were wrong-doers.

Verily the vilest of moving
creatures with Allah are those
who disbelieve — wherefore they
shall not believe.

They with whom  you
covenanted, then they break
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Secrets of Revelation

The hearts devoid of the light of faith failed to see beyond the material
resources at Badr, because they did not believe in the Omnipotence of Allah.
Although they claimed to be Muslims, yet they had neither recognition of
Allah’s Powers, nor faith in Him. This was because their hearts were
diseased.

Ailment of ihe Heart

When the hearts are not pure the declaration of faith stems merely out of
worldly considerations. This condition is termed as hypocricy. Thus the
reformation of the heart is a task of top priority. It is the foundation of faith;
otherwise despite being called a Muslim, a person’s mentality is no different
from that of the infidels. For at Badr, the hypocrites and the infidels shared
similar notions. They believed that the believers had become over-confident
and over-optimistic because of their religion and were, therefore, daring to
fight such a mighty army. In their view it meant nothing but destruction for the
believers. The echoes of this intellectual opinion can be heard even today.
However, the hypocrites and infidels were forgetting that whoever trusts
Allah, the Omnipotent and Mighty, is blessed with supremacy in this world,
too. He 1s the Wisest and even if a devotee is slain it is because His Wisdom
plans to confer martyrdom on him; in other words, an outward loss carries
countless blessings in disguise.

36



Death of the Infidels

Every living souls has to taste death. In case of the infidels, the angels
descending to escort their Spirits strike them on their faces and backs,
informing them of the fire that awaits them in Barzakh and of their eternal
abode in Hell after the Day of Judgement. This exactly was the fate of the
infidels at Badr. Those who were put to sword underwent the same horrific
experience before they were piled up for burial in an abandoned well called
Qaleeb-e-Badr.

‘With the battle won over, the Holy Prophet™*" stood beside this mass grave
and enquired from each one of the dead by their names: “We have found the
Divine Promise to be true, what about you?” Hadhrat ‘Umar Faruq™" asked,
“0O’ Allah’s Prophet®*"! Can they hear you while they lie dead?” The Holy
Prophet™>*" replied: “By Allah, the Supreme Ruler! You are hearing no better
than them, it is only that they cannot reply back.”

Hearing by the Dead

‘This implies that they cannot reply in the usual sense of the word. Just as the
questions asked by the Holy Prophet™" were audible to the Companions™*"
so were they being heard by the infidels lying dead. However, getting an
answer through Kashf from the deceased is not being negated here. According
to Kashf-al-Asrar, the dead can hear and recognise the living and is so well
aware of his family affairs that he even knows whether his widow got
remarried after him or not.

Anyway, the angels strike the disbelievers, which is just the beginning of their
punishment. They have themselves earned it by their false beliefs and
misdeeds, and now they have to endure it eternally. It is not befitting for the .
Mercy of Allah to punish humble human beings without any reason. It is they
who wrong themselves. All actions have been designed to yield a logical
result. The Pharaoh and his nation or other infidels gone past were also
blessed with power and wealth, yet when Divine Mercy was conferred upon
them, they disdainfully rejected it. They were seized for their misconduct and
had to bear the consequences of their doings. This is because Allah is the
~ Almighty Sovereign and His Punishments are indeed severe.

The Reason for Decline of a Blessing

It is purely by His Grace that unlimited blessings are conferred upon man,
such as physical abilities, wealth, children and power etc. and His Favour is
not conditional to whether the recipient deserves it or not. It is out of sheer
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generosity that He blesses everyone with these bounties for a limited period.
Obviously, He does not grant blessings only to take them back one day
thereby abasing a person. However, when people themselves change their
attitudes to arrogance and ingratitude, they are punished by Allah. For
instance, the infidels of Arabia enjoyed all the mundane blessings even as non-
believers, but when the Holy Prophet®¥ conveyed to them the Divine
Message, instead of readily accepting it they defied it and eventually perished.

The Makkans ruled the entire Arabia but instead of believing in the Holy
Prophet™" they encountered and pestered him and were ruined as a result.
This is because Allah is well Aware of the actions and intentions of people.
Similarly the nation of the Pharaoh and the by-gone infidels also defied the
Commandments of their Merciful Provider, Who was providing for them
inspite of their infidelity. And He was considerate enough to send His
Messengers™ with miracles unto them. But these unfortunate people became
heedless of their Sustainer and as a result met destruction. Thus, nations were
wiped out with catastrophes sudden and wide spread. Some were punished
with leashing flames from the heavens, while others with a hailstorm of
stones, yet others sank in the earth, or were blown away by mighty winds. All
this was because of their wickedness.

The Worst Amongst Animals

The worst amongst the living creatures on earth is that person whose heart is
devoid of the light of faith and who opts for such a path, which further
impedes him from ever becoming a believer. Just as the Jews of Madinah, who
backed out of their pledge to the Holy Prophet®*" after they had signed a
Treaty for joint defence of the city in case of an external attack. There were
other clauses too in the Treaty, but they failed to honour the very clause of
Joint defence.

On the contrary, they helped the Makkans at Badr. After the victory of the
believers they apologized to the Holy Prophet™*" but broke their promise once
again at Uhad. Thus the people who break their promises repeatedly do not
fear Allah, because their hearts become too corrupted to maintain any ties
with Him. The taking of Shahadah is but a promise to submit to the Will and
Purpose of Allah and if after making this covenant, one submits to his vain
desires, paying only a lip service to His Allegiance, it is indeed a grave sin.
Beware of this attitude and take pain to avoid it because Allah Commands the
believers to seize and punish such people and make them a token of
admonition for others.
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The Reason for Punishing

Once the infidels have earned their punishment no relaxation must be given.
Any leniency may provoke others to engage in crime. And the punishments
must be exemplary so that it would be an eye opener for others as well as a
deterrent. That explains the wisdom of Hadiid, (penal laws of Islam) which are
designed as a deterrent against sin, and cannot be termed as cruel or barbaric.
It is amazing that today people claim to be Muslims while indulging in blatant
criticism of Allah’s Penal Laws.

The Islamic Rules of Governing

If a treaty has been signed with a nation and the Muslims fear a breach it is not
proper to punish or attack them until the pact is absolved. The Muslims must
cancel the Treaty and make it clear to the other side that this action is taken
because of their expected disloyalty. Now if they transgress they shall be
severely dealt with. Islam does not allow dishonesty even towards the non
believers, because Allah does not approve of it. If this is not allowed even
towards the non believers, pronounced as the lowest form of creation by
Allah, then how can a claim of Allah’s Greatness be accepted from some one
associating his hopes with others? How can an acceptance of the Prophethood
of Hadhrat Mubammad™" be justified when one indulges in his
disobedience? And on individual level take note that misappropriation and
treachery in mutual dealings involving wealth, honour and life can only yield

evil results, because Allah does not like those who are dishonest and
freacherous.
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of Allah shall be repaid to you
in full, and you shall not be
wronged.
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Secrets of Revelation

The infidels who escaped death at Badr should not assume that they have been
spared the Divine Reprobation. They too, will bear the consequences of their
wickedness in this life as well as in the Hereafter. Inspite of modern inventions
and discoveries the infidels of today can be seen suffering from all sorts of
mysterious afflictions. The Western society, much coveted by our ignorant
folk, is plagued by various forms of Divine Punishments.

The lack of morality and values is the hallmark of their culture and they suffer
from the most humiliating diseases. Tornadoes, earthquakes and natural
calamities often add to their misery. So is the case of the Far Eastern non
believing nations whose food itself is a form of punishment. Is it not a curse to
eat dogs, snakes, monkeys, rats and frogs? Their moral degradation and the
natural calamities that hit them every now and then only add to their
humiliation. Thus there is only one safe haven against the turmoils of both the
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worlds, and that is the sincere allegiance to the Prophet of Islam.

Otherwise no one can escape His Wrath while in a state of disbelief.
Jihad Alert

The Muslims are being directed to be prepared for Jihad as a deterrent against
aggression as far as possible. The term “Ma Astat‘atum” means “as much as
can be possibly done or is within one’s power.” This also means that the
resources beyond the reach of the believers need not be bothered about.
Therefore, the Muslims States need not enter into arm deals with the non
believers under terms and conditions, which are mean and harmful to their
broader interests. However, they must fully explore whatever is available,
placing their trust in Allah, for He is the Sovereign Himself. The era of the
Holy Prophet™*" was the most blessed time in the history of mankind. It was
the focus of unlimited Divine Succour. Even today the ill-equipped Afghan
Mujahidin have crippled a superpower of the non believers, proving beyond
an iota of doubt that there can be no weapon better than faith while fighting in
the Cause of Allah.

Allah Commands the Muslims to acquire the Best possible military hardware,
symbolized here by well-bred horses. In those days, the best possession in a
battle was the horse. Remember that the means and methods continue to
change, but never the aims and objectives that Allah has laid down. Today,
tanks and armoured personnel carriers have replaced horses, and the sword,
the shield, the bow and the arrows have become obsolete. Nevertheless, all the
modern equipment serves the purpose of this Commandment.

Not only should the Muslims be well equipped in terms of weaponry but must
also carry out military exercises, so that the armies of Islam are always
prepared to fulfil the obligation of Jihad. According to a saying of the Holy
Prophet®*" any preparations for Jihad, be it archery or other military
exercises, or the maintenance of weaponry, is the highest form of worship.
This will not only ensure prompt retaliation when needed but will also
demoralize the enemy and impose caution on him.

All these directions are being given to the Holy Prophet®*V because the
believers had yet to face many unseen and unfamiliar enemies, known only to
Allah. The era of the Righteous Caliphs™" bears testimony that the Muslims
had to encounter many nations of the world, from Rome and Persia to Spain,
Africa and China. And the believers emerged victorious on every front by His
Help. Moreover, anything spent in Allah’s Cause, be it money, effort, hard
work or time, never goes waste. Jihad for the establishment of truth is an act of
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excellence and whatever is spent on it shall be duly returned. Allah does not
remain indebted to anyone.

Islam and War

If the non believers offer to make peace, the believers may also opt for a truce
at reasonable conditions. Islam is not a religion of war. However, the
circumstances must be carefully evaluated and no compromise ought to be
made on anything wrong. If the non believers give up mischief and hostility, a
truce may be made; otherwise the believers must not try to make peace, as this
will amount to weakness and would encourage the infidels to mischief. The
Muslims need not fear any furtive intentions or treachery. They must place
their trust in Allah, because He is well Aware of all that the infidels conspire
and all that is within their hearts. Odds need not scare a believer. If the infidels
plan to deceive the Holy Prophet™*", Allah suffices for him; He helped him
earlier with angels and succour and blessed him with sincere Companions™*"

The Status of the Companions™*"

The chivalrous Companions™" were so devoted in their service to the Holy
Prophet**" that Allah has listed them amongst the many favours He conferred
upon the Prophet™*". Praise be to Him!

One of the Barakah of Prophethood

Above all. Allah inculcated love in the hearts of the believers. This was one of
the greatest Barakah of the Holy Prophet™" that hatred and malice in the
bosoms got replaced by love and mutual affection. Whereas it was a society
obsessed by hostility and it was an impossible task to transform the centuries
old bloodshed and enmity into love and friendship, even if the riches of the
whole world were spent in this cause. But Allah did it by making the very
presence of Holy Prophet®" so auspicious that all those around him
automatically developed love for Allah, for His Prophet™*", for Islam and all
the fellow Muslims as well for the life of the Hereafter. Treasures of love were
let loose upon mankind and love began to suffuse the hearts.

The Eras of the First Two Caliphs™*"

The same blessings of love and affection continued during the rule of Hadhrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq™"V and ‘Umar Faruq™". This is why scholars have termed
their tenure as “Al Minhaj un Nabuwah” (the Path of Prophethood) because in
this period the Barakah of the Holy Prophet®*" persisted in full swing.
Differences arose later. And this love and mutual affection continues to be the
criterion of truth even today. If association with a Shaikh generates this
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firmmness and devotion in a seeker, it is a worthwhile endeavour; otherwise it
will only lead to sectarianism which is certainly not a symbol of excellence.

And “O My Beloved™*"! Allah suffices you, though apparently the group of
loyal Companions™" is there to stand by you. Indeed it is Allah Whose
Support is enough. Therefore, the shortfall of supplies and manpower need not
be paid any heed. And this becomes a rule for the believers for all times to
come to sincerely love Allah and the Holy Prophet®" so that they may be
blessed with mutual love and affection. If they stand united against the
disbelievers, the Islamic States of today shall constitute the greatest military
power. And a consensus can never be arrived over personal opinions but only
over the Divine Commandments and the teachings of the Holy Prophet>*"

This unity, mutual love, and devotion to Allah and the Holy Prophet®*", is
sufficient to counter all the evil designs of the non believers.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet™" is being instructed to urge upon the believers to
undertake Jihdd and to explain the blessings and the benefits associated with
it. Islam fundamentally is a promoter of peace not only in this world but also
in the Hereafter. However, all the negative forces which pose a threat to peace
and which not only disrupt the harmony of a society but also try to deprive it
of eternal bliss must be dealt with an iron hand.

Jihad is the only deterrent which guarantees peace for mankind. And it is such
a noble deed that whenever the Muslims enter the arena for this purpose,
Allah will make them overpower an enemy ten times their number. This
means that twenty believers fighting in the Cause of Allah will overcome two
hundred non believers and a hundred will be able to repulse the attack of a
thousand. This is because the non believers are oblivious of Allah’s Greatness
and have no sense of His Cognition. So the question of Allah helping them
does not arise, while the believers enter the battlefield without any personal
interests only to obey Allah. Hence they will be blessed with Divine Succour.

The Basis of Trust in Allah

The Ayah being discussed makes it as if mandatory for every believer to fight

against at least ten non believers. But this inner strength will not be the same

always, because Trust in Allah is directly based on one’s level of Allah’s

Cognition. It is directly proportionate to the spiritual status in terms of
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Cognition and Nearness to Allah and attracts the Divine Succour
correspondingly. Since with the passage of time, the spiritual level would not
be the same as was in the Holy Prophet’s®" era, Allah has lightened the
burden of the believers. As time passes by the level of courage will decline
too. Therefore, Allah lowers the high standards of one believer against ten
infidels to one against two, a hundred against two hundred, and a thousand
against two thousand infidels, provided the believers stand fast and persevere.

In daily life, abstaining from the forbidden and adhering to what is permitted
by Allah is also perseverance. Whereas bearing the hardships of war on the
battlefield and standing fast against all odds is the highest degree of
perseverance. This decree is now universal that the believers will overcome an
enemy twice their size because of the exclusive Divine Succour they are
promised. In fact perseverance is a quality, which leads to Allah’s Company,
and whoever is blessed with it cannot be harmed by any number of enemies.

In this context, the proposal put forward by the Companions™*" to expiate the

captives of Badr was not appropriate because majority of them were the
chieftains of Makkah. Seventy of the infidels had already been killed; had
these seventy prisoners been put to sword too the polytheists of Makkah
would have lost all their leadership and so this mischief would have been
eradicated forever.

The Leadership of a Nation is its Destiny

It is also a strange fact that the leadership of a nation is a reflection of its
destiny. | was wondering as 1 stood by the Parliament House in London, how
Britain being a small island once ruled the entire world. At that time it was
inhabited by few hundred thousand people but it conquered and ruled so many.
In this Parliament House was decided the destiny of so many nations. Whereas
today they have progressed in terms of technology as well as manpower, the
perimeters of their rule have shrunk to this island once again. After all there
has to be a reason for this. A friend of mine standing close by said that the
people are still the same, the difference is in the leadership. And he was
absolutely right. I have never been an admirer of the British leadership
because they have always manipulated the facts. Their history is marked with
wickedness and treachery but it has to be admitted that they proved their
supremacy over the other nations of the world in contrast to the failures of the
present leadership, who cannot control the Northern frontier of their own
country.
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This is also true of the Arab countries. I always felt the anguish for the Arabs
who have been so weakened that a few hundred thousand Jews are driving
them mad. But the Jihad of Afghanistan recorded such deeds of valour by the
Arab warriors, who have revived the heroic memories of the Companions™*",
proving beyond doubt that it is not the Arabs who have changed, but it is their
leadership, which has degenerated. The same conditions prevail in our country
where the ineptitude of the leadership becomes apparent by having a close
look at the contradictions in the society.

The Holy Prophet™*" is being directed to cripple the might of disbelief, and
the prisoners who are mischief mongers with no hope of reformation, should
be put to the sword. This execution of a few will ensure the safety of
thousands, because if they are spared they will certainly be the cause of more
battles and mischief. Although human beings are myopic in their approach, the
Almighty Allah decrees what is eternally beneficial for the mankind because
He is the All Knowing, the Prudent.

Since the booty had been permitted to the believers already, the Fidyah
received from the captives will also fall in the same category. Had it not been
permitted, the believers would have been taken to task for releasing the
prisoners in return for Fidyah. Badr was the very first formal battle when the
rules of war were revealed for all times to come. When the Holy Prophet*¥
sought advice of his Companions™" about the prisoners of war, Hadhrat
‘Umar™" and S‘ad ibn M‘az™" suggested that they should be executed by
their own relatives amongst the bclievers.

All the other Companions™" suggested that they should be released on

payment of Fidyah as it will provide finances to the Muslims, while the
possibility of their embracing Islam could not be ruled out. The Holy Prophet
"W accepted the latter advice. Those incapable of making the payment were to
teach the believers’ children how to read and write. This decision was
followed by a Divine Revelation that it does not befit a Prophet™ to spare the
person who is the root cause of evil and mischief. Rather it is most appropriate
to eradicate this evil. But since booty had already been made permissible, and
letting the captives go did involve some monetary benefit for the believers, the
Companions™" who had proposed this were also forgiven. Now what has
been acquired maybe enjoyed by the believers as booty is permissible as well
as pure. And the Muslims must constantly fear Allah and seek His Pleasure
for He is the Most Merciful and Forgiving.
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71.

12.

73.

74,

Section 10

O Prophet! Say to the captives
that are in your hands: if Allah
Knows any good in your hearts
He shall give you better than
what has been taken away from
you, and shall forgive you; and
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

And if they seek tricking you,
they have tricked Allah before,
yet Allah gave you power over
them; and Allah is Knowing,
Wise.

Surely those who believed and
emigrated and strove hard in the
way of Allah with their riches
and lives; and those who gave
refuge and succoured: those
shall be heirs one unto another.
And those who believed and did
not emigrate, you have nothing
of inheritance to do with them
unless they emigrate. And
should they seek succour except
against a people with whom you
have a Treaty. And Allah is the
Beholder of what you work.

And those who disbelieve: they
shall be heirs one unto another.
If you do not do this,
persecution there will be in the
land and great corruption.

And those who have believed
and emigrated and striven hard
in the way of Allah, and those
who gave refuge and succoured
— these! They are the believers
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in very truth; for them shall be
forgiveness and a provision
honourable.
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah is so kind that He has not ignored the prisoners, who have been released
by the believers. The Holy Prophet™*" is being told to inform them not to be
disheartened by the defeat and humiliation they had to face, because the door
of repentance is open and should they sincerely accept Islam, Allah will
compensate them with material gains which may extend beyond the Fidyah
they had to pay and moreover their wrong deeds of the past shall be forgiven.
This, of course, will depend on the state of their hearts. The true acceptance of
the light of faith shall entitle them to all of Allah’s bounties because Allah is
the Most Gracious and Forgiving. However, if they try to deceive the Holy
Prophet**¥, it will be a breach of trust with Allah, a crime which they had
committed before and had seen for themselves the outcome. And if they still
wish to repeat their performance they shall be punished once again, for Allah
is all Knowing and Wise.

The Status of Muhajirin and Ansar

All those who believed and migrated in the Cause of Allah forsaking their
home and hearth, and those who welcomed and hosted them, extending to
them every possible help, are indeed true friends. It is amongst such people
alone that a deep hearted relationship seems appropriate. Those who accepted
Islam but did not migrate must not be taken as friends until they do so.

Migration has two aspects; firstly the act of leaving a native place and moving
to another land. This was practically no longer required after the Conquest of
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Makkah. However, if ever again similar circumstances arise then this form of
migration shall become obligatory.

The second aspect of migration refers to bringing a positive change in one’s
conduct and actions. It implies migration from disobedience to submission, a
journey from wrong to right. So whoever accommodates the immigrants who
have given up their native land in Allah’s Cause and whoever cooperates with
those who renounce their bad traits and the path of evil, are bound together by
true and cordial love. The best example of this were the Companions™", the
Muhdjirin and the Ansar. Some scholars have interpreted ‘Wilayat’ as
inheritance here and deduce that the Muhajirin and Ansar were so closely knit
that they were initially entitled to each other’s inheritance, ‘which was later
annulled. But this deduction does not seem appropriate because the Ayat
under discussion lays down an everlasting principle of friendship, (Wilayat)
while the matter of inheritance has been discussed in the Ayat to follow. Thus
the close relationship between the Muhajirin and Ansar indeed signifies the
closeness of their hearts, for it is only proper that a practising believer will be
inclined towards another similar in character.

And those who claim to be believers but do not practise Islam are unworthy of
friendship. Yet if they need help for breaking the shackles of infidels, they
must be helped. Those who fail to migrate must be helped against the infidels,
except when the believers have signed a No War Treaty with the infidels of
that region in which case the Treaty has to be honoured. If the relationship
described in these Ayat is interpreted as ‘inheritance’, it will mean that all the
believers who migrated from Makkah and all those who welcomed them in
Madinah shall be heirs to one another. And those who did not migrate but
claim faith will not have a share in the heritage of the Muhajirin, unless they
migrate. Yet if they call for aid against the infidels, it will be extended with the
exception mentioned before. The infidels will be heirs to one another, meaning
thereby that a separate law of inheritance will be enforced for infidels, and
they are only to make friends with their own kind. If this injunction is not
complied with, it will unleash awesome trouble upon mankind. Good and evil
will become indiscernible, and the whole world will be given to catastrophe.
Today, one can get accomplices who care least for good or evil, and no one
fears social isolation on evil actions. Consequently, unrest and turmoil spread
unchecked.

Those who embraced Islam in Makkah, migrated to Madinah and continued to
strive in the Cause of Allah, and those who welcomed and helped them
according to Allah’s Decree, are indeed the exemplary and true believers. If
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they make a mistake Allah will forgive them and for them are the rewards and
honours in both the worlds. Thus the honour and,eminence granted to them
has no parallel in human history. The Quran also spells the eternal law that
until the Last Day, all those who strive and sacrifice in Allah’s Cause like
them, will be similarly rewarded. They were the pioneers. Those who
embraced faith later, i.e. after the migration though they cannot reach their
level, yet will be included in the category of believers along with them.

Coming to the question of inheritance, the heir should not only be a believer
but also be a blood relative. This is because relatives rightfully deserve to

inherit from one another according to the Divine Law, and Allah certainly
knows everything.

*EkEx
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